Observations on haematological and cardiovascular effects of erythropoietin treatment in multiple system atrophy with sympathetic failure.
Symptomatic autonomic neuropathy and in particular sympathetic failure mediated postural hypotension often accompanies Multiple System Atrophy (MSA). Release of erythropietin is under sympathetic control and we and others have previously reported that severe autonomic failure may be associated with a normocytic normochromic anaemia and erythopietin (EPO) deficiency. In this paper we describe the haematological, cardiovascular and clinical observations on a patient with MSA and severe symptomatic autonomic neuropathy who had haematological and clinical improvement (substantial increase in standing blood pressure) following subcutaneous EPO treatment.